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Investigations in the Public Interest 
 
We use our skill set to support causes that build a better society. QRI’s work on this front includes 
investigations to exonerate the wrongly convicted, expose civil rights violations and corruption by 
government employees and agencies, support policy reform campaigns, and identify the assets of alleged 
war criminals, among other projects.  
 
Our investigations support non-profits, civil rights law firms, journalists, labor unions, criminal defense 
lawyers, and NGOs in their efforts to reform the criminal justice system, litigate harmful policies, expose 
conflicts of interest, defend the rights of the indigent, fight tyranny, and protect democratic systems. 
 
Case Studies 
 
Tracking Down Looted Sovereign Assets 
 
On behalf of the prosecutor of an international tribunal, QRI investigators led a hunt for assets held by family 
members of the former dictator of a West African nation. To find these assets, our team combed through 
bank statements, real estate records, and specialized databases. We also interviewed confidential sources—
such as former intelligence operatives, family members of government officials, NGO employees, and 
journalists—to develop intelligence about the fallen dictator’s financial profile, including the location of 
sovereign assets hidden in overseas banks and American real estate. 
 
Exonerating the Wrongly Convicted 
 
On behalf of a non-profit organization that works to exonerate the wrongfully convicted, we traveled across 
the country to interview witnesses to a decades-old murder in New Jersey. We spoke with the suspected 
perpetrator because we knew that his DNA matched DNA collected from clothing at the crime scene. But he 
denied knowledge of the killing or even the location of the crime—statements that served as false 
exculpatory evidence. We also found a witness who admitted she provided faulty eyewitness testimony to 
detectives, and she signed an affidavit stating this. Our client’s conviction was overturned. 
 
Keeping Dangerous Chemical Out of the Supply Chain 
 
A coalition of public health experts and consumer advocates campaigned to persuade a global brand to 
eliminate a controversial chemical from its supply chain. Clues we gathered from import-export records, 
factory inspection reports, and disgruntled former insiders were used to pinpoint the source of the additive 
to a supplier with a checkered past. This intelligence helped our client negotiate a phase out of the additive. 
 
Exposing Corrupt and Compromised Law Enforcement Officers and Judges 
 
Evidence we collected from judicial disclosures, tax filings, and foreign corporate records was used to prove 
that a federal judge had financial and personal links to prosecutors who appeared before him. Our client, 
who had been arrested on bogus tax evasion charges, used those facts to win the judge’s recusal. 


